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Course Outline (Higher Education)
School: School of Science, Psychology and Sport

Course Title: CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

Course ID: PSYCM7016

Credit Points: 15.00

Prerequisite(s): Nil

Co-requisite(s): Nil

Exclusion(s): Nil

ASCED: 090701

Description of the Course :
This course aims to build foundational knowledge for working with children and adolescents in
psychological practice andtodevelop knowledge andunderstanding of common psychological
disorders occurring in childhood and adolescence, including knowledge and skills related to
diagnosis in addition to aetiology, maintaining mechanisms, assessment and formulation. This
course further aims to introducestudents to broad frameworks of psychological intervention and a
foundation for understanding pharmacological management of childhood and
adolescentpsychological disorders.

Grade Scheme: Graded (HD, D, C, etc.)

Placement Component: No

Learning Outcomes:

Knowledge:

K1. Develop a detailed knowledge of high-prevalence child and adolescent psychological disorders.
K2. Describe developmental and systems factors that impact on the development, maintenance, and

management of psychological disorders in children and adolescence.
K3. Describe,explainandevaluatetheprocess of clinical assessment and diagnostic procedure.
K4. Evaluate the ethical issues within the assessment and diagnosis of psychological disorders.
K5. Synthesise and critically evaluate the role of evidence-based assessment and treatment for

psychological disorders.
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Skills:

S1. Perform a detailed clinical assessment of child/adolescentdisorders in a peer-reviewed setting.
S2. Create a detailed diagnosis of child/adolescentpsychological disorders based on DSM-5 criteria in

conjunctionwith a comprehensive biopsychosocial assessment.
S3. Critically evaluate the relevant literature to create an informed best-practice/evidenced based approach

to clinical assessment and diagnosis.
S4. Create an evidenced-based formulation and treatment plan for childpsychological disorders.

Application of knowledge and skills:

A1. Describe,explainandevaluatetheprocess of clinical assessment and diagnostic procedures.
A2. Evaluate the ethical issues within the assessment and diagnosis of psychological disorders.
A3. Evaluate the issues associated with each clinician related variables, client related variables and the

evidence base in the assessment and diagnosis of psychological disorders.

Course Content:

Topics may include:

Diagnosis of psychological disorders using diagnostic classification systems such as the DSM-5
Child and Adolescent Development
Developmental milestones and Challenges in childhood and adolescence.
Factors impacting the development, maintenance and management of disorders in childhood and
adolescence, such as family systems and attachment.
Mood Disorders in childhood
Anxiety Disorders in childhood
Disorders relating to stress and trauma

Values:

V1. A high level of professional, community and ethical values and professional integrity.
V2. Respect for all people, including people of culturally and linguistically diverse background, gender

diversity
V3. Understand the need for application anddiligence
V4. Valueself-directed learning and professional development and growth.

Graduate Attributes

The Federation University FedUni graduate attributes (GA) are entrenched in the Higher Education Graduate
Attributes Policy (LT1228). FedUni graduates develop these graduate attributes through their engagement in
explicit learning and teaching and assessment tasks that are embedded in all FedUni programs. Graduate
attribute attainment typically follows an incremental development process mapped through program
progression. One or more graduate attributes must be evident in the specified learning outcomes
and assessment for each FedUni course, and all attributes must be directly assessed in each
program

Graduate attribute and descriptor Development and acquisition of GAs in the course



fdlGrades UO_PSYCM7016_2021/05_2020-08-12 13:12:41 CRICOS Provider Number: 00103D 3 /3

Course Outline (Higher Education)
PSYCM7016 CHILD AND ADOLESCENT
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

Graduate attribute and descriptor Development and acquisition of GAs in the course

 

Learning
Outcomes
(KSA)

Code
A. Direct
B. Indirect
N/A Not
addressed

Assessment
task (AT#)

Code
A.
Certain
B. Likely
C.
Possible
N/A Not
likely

GA 1
Thinkers

Our graduates are curious, reflective and
critical. Able to analyse the world in a way
that generates valued insights, they are
change makers seeking and creating new
solutions.

K1-K5, S1-
S4,A1-A3

A A A A A A
A A A A A

AT 1,2 AA

GA 2
Innovators

Our graduates have ideas and are able to
realise their dreams. They think and act
creatively to achieve and inspire positive
change.

K1, K2, S1-4 B B A A A A
A

AT 1,2 AA

GA 3
Citizens

Our graduates engage in socially and
culturally appropriate ways to advance
individual, community and global well-being.
They are socially and environmentally aware,
acting ethically, equitably and
compassionately.

K5 A2, A3 B, A A AT 1,2 AA

GA 4
Communicators

Our graduates create, exchange, impart and
convey information, ideas, and concepts
effectively. They are respectful, inclusive and
empathetic towards their audience, and
express thoughts, feelings and information in
ways that help others to understand.

S1-S4, A1-3 A A A AA A A AT 1,2 AA

GA 5
Leaders

Our graduates display and promote positive
behaviours, and aspire to make a difference.
They act with integrity, are receptive to
alternatives and foster sustainable and
resilient practices.

K5, A2, A3 A A A AT 1,2 AA

Learning Task and Assessment:

Learning Outcomes Assessed Learning Tasks Assessment Type Weighting

K1-K5 S1-S3 A1, A2 Examination of course content, knowledge and skill Examination 40-60%

K1, K2, K4, K5 S2-S3 A1-A2 Evidence based assessment, formulation and
treatment plan Written Report 40-60%

Adopted Reference Style:

APA


